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Artist Nick Cave and his partner, interior
designer Jeffery Roberts, don’t do anything
by half. At least not when it comes to their
home in a former tire factory on Motor Row.
With hundreds of paintings and thousands of
objects, the 3,600-square-foot loft is enough to
make a minimalist head for the hills. But for
the visually adventurous, it’s a fantastic trip.

Curious and creative, the pair possesses
an ace ability to spot a significant shape or
intriguing image—plus the vision to arrange
it all in lushly detailed, stop-in-your-tracks
vignettes. An old Mission-style dresser supports
an arrangement of crucifixes, calligraphy
brushes, a ceramic vase in the shape of head
and a broad marble bowl filled with a string of
large amber beads. “When we find something
that looks right for this spot, we add it,” says
Roberts. “We might also pull the bowl out for
entertaining, and the beads will get put it a
drawer for a couple years.”

In addition to Nick’s own assemblages
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and textile-based pieces, their treasures range
from African figures and headdresses to the
work of contemporary British allegorist John
Kirby. While the two hit the galleries (Ann
Nathan, Doug Dawson and Rhona Hoffman
are local favorites), they also trawl fairground
flea markets. “If I run into something I feel I
can’t live without, I just live with it in my head
for awhile,” says Cave. “Then if I'm still going
nuts, I figure out how I'm going to get it. And I

get it.” m =Thomas Connors

EYE CATCHERS! Cave and Roberts’ loft-like
space is filled with intriguing art pieces,
like the colorful cube by artist Markus
Linnenbrink (1), a fantastical image by
Liev Fegereng (2) and one of Nick’s found
object constructions.





